
Providence College National Alumni Association Business Meeting called to order on 
September 30, 2017 at 9:45 a.m. by Karen Monti Flynn ’80, `15P 
 
Note taker: Andrea Hessenius ‘09 
 
Attendees in Person:  Mark McGwin ‘81, Tom Flaherty `61, Jim Donnelly `67, Mary Pat Caputo 
`79, Karen Kipfer `87, Karen Monti Flynn ’80, `15P, Jim O’Leary `63, `97P, Kristen Meuse ‘98, 
Tracy Sullivan ’85, `18P, `21P, Ellen Walsh `78 `11P, Michael Law `98, Maria Cimina `04, Zee 
Popov `11G, Alana Hess `14, Dave Lussier `62, Mike Donohue `73, `05P, Don Naber `87, Joe 
Giovengo `98, Lex Bramwell `06, Connor Ayers ‘18, Leo Kennedy `04, Patti Wade `86, Bob 
Ferreira ‘83 
 
Council Attendees on Conference Line: Devin Driscoll ‘08 
 
A quorum was met.  
 
Council Members Absent:  Meredith Zenowich `96, Paula Tobin-Parks `86, Andrew Lynch `10, 
Paul Whalen `72, Bill Hasler `79, Lisa Hannan `85 
 
Guests of the Council in Attendance:  Gail Paras, Greg Waldron, Rev. James Quigley, O.P. 
‘60, Kathy Baer ‘79, Mary Cairns, Patrick Walker, Sarah Firetto ‘03, Marie Flego ‘14 ‘16G, 
Courtney Capizzo `97 
 
Meeting Called to Order - Karen Monti Flynn 
 
Opening Prayer - Rev. James Quigley, O.P. ‘60 
 
Welcome - Karen Monti Flynn 
Welcome to the first National Alumni Association Council (NAAC, Council) meeting for the 2017-
2018 academic year. We are thrilled and excited for the new year, and hope to accomplish 
everything we set out to do this year.   

 A big congratulation to the College and to Bob Ferreira’s team for the completion of the 
100 year Celebration.  The Centennial was a success and it demonstrated where the 
school began. 

 Regional clubs had 11 summer receptions to connect with alumni, new students and 
parents.  These events were wonderful and hopefully many more Council members can 
participate next summer. 

 Move-in day was a great day! The Council members were able to provide food, drink, 
and information about the Friar 5k.  Mary Pat Caputo and Karen Monti Flynn walked the 
campus too that day to invite parents and new students to visit the NAAC tent and take a 
picture together.  After the move-in day, there was a great event called “Forever a Friar” 
with the theme that “Friars Give Back” held in the Peterson Rec Center.  All Council 
members are encouraged to attend this annual event in the future. 

 Legacy Admission Information Day was another great event.  Raul Fonts, associate vice 
president for Admission and Financial Aid, did a wonderful job explaining to legacy 
parents and students the ways they can prepare for admissions to the College.   

 There was a large number of students and alumni running at this year’s Friar 5K.  You 
don’t have to worry about placing in this 5k.  The student athletes were cheering and the 
event after the 5K was also a lot of fun. 



 For St. Dominic Weekend, thank you to everyone that participated, thank you for your 
time, talent, and treasure. 

 To the entire Office of Institutional Advancement, thank you for all that you do. Your 
team is incredible.  I was asked to speak at the 5K and your team provided a timeline of 
the entire event.  Thank you for your engagement at St. Dominic Weekend, the wine tour 
that took place with one of the Regional Clubs…all these events align with the Six Pillars 
of Engagement, and everything you do to go above and beyond.  Thank you for keeping 
everyone on track. 

 In the folders provided, everyone will have a handout on the Six Pillars of 
Engagement.  These all start with the letter “C” and are meant to keep in our minds as 
we engage alumni throughout the year.  

 During our Orientation webinar earlier this month, we went over expectations for the 
Council including meeting attendance expectations, actively serving on a Council 
committee, and participation in alumni events such as Reunion Weekend, 
Commencement were all addressed.  We would also like you to be active donating 
alumni, too, but mostly spread your love for PC. 

 
Roll Call of Board Members present - Andrea Hessenius 
 
Each of the Council members introduced themselves by sharing their name, class year, where 
they reside, and if they were new to the Council. 
 
Secretary’s Report - Andrea Hessenius 
The minutes from the June 2017 meeting were approved without any additional edits. Motion to 
accept the minutes was given by Jim Donnelly, seconded by Michael Donohue, and all the 
council was in favor.  
 
National Alumni Association Scholarship Report - Tracy Sullivan ‘85 
The market value of the NAA Scholarship Fund (as of September 28, 2017) is $287,069 and the 
corpus value is $214,436.  Revenues generated from the Friar 5K will be reflected in the next 
report.  The two scholarship recipients this year include a Finance major and a Political Science/ 
French double major. 

 
Looking Forward - Greg Waldron, Sr. VP Institutional Advancement 
KMF: Greg will introduce the capital campaign and the future plan for the College.   
GW: Thank you on behalf of the PC family, thank you for giving your time.  I’d like to welcome 
the six new members to the Council. 
The “Our Moment” campaign was a success.  We began with a goal of $140M and ended with 
over $180M. Over the course of the campaign we had over 22,000 unique attendees at all 
levels of engagement, which is a 71% increase from the past.  Over 40% of the donors to the 
campaign were first time donors.  Over 86% of donations were for the annual giving 
program.  Over the course of the whole campaign, 42% of all alumni participated.  We look 
forward to the College’s new strategic plan as we prepare a vision for the next 10 years. In the 
meantime, we are continuing our efforts to engage alumni and donors.  
Question 1: Can you come back to discuss the Strategic Plan once it is approved? 
GW: Yes, I can definitely do that and bring representation for the Strategic Plan working group 
to present to the Council. 
Question 2: Where does our level of participation rank compared to other schools, how does 
that affect the school? 



GW: Participation at other like institutions varies compared to PC.  All around, the PC body is 
engaged, and we’d like to see the continued support that we saw during the Our Moment 
campaign.  With over 22,000 engaged alumni at 700 events, we can make an impact.  We need 
to start from Day 1, like the Friars Give Back event demonstrated to our new students.  
Messaging like this is very powerful. 
Question 3: I had a professor freshman year that said it would take PC 100 years to finally see 
donations increase. I’d like to congratulate you and your team for all you do. 
GW: Yes, it takes a long time for a College to develop its network and establish its generations 
of alumni, compared to how many other institutions have grown. 
 
Committee Descriptions and Assignments 
 
Team Captains - Karen Monti Flynn 
I’ve asked each of the Team Captains to join us on our executive board calls and share the 
information with the Council members as we receive it throughout the year.   This information 
will include potential events to attend and ways to be engaged with the College. 
 
Regional Club Committee - Kristen Meuse ‘98 
KM: Our goal is to create more coordination between the Regional Clubs and the NAAC.  We 
are here to support each other and not work in silos.  You can visit the alumni website to see a 
list of Regional events.  Many of these events are family friendly, kids are welcome.  We are 
hoping to create a calendar to save the dates for events. 
MM: I’ll be in Chicago in a few months and I’ve reached out to the Club President there.  We’re 
going to get together and hopefully I’ll be in town for one of their events.  I recommend all 
Council members try to reach out if you are visiting an area where there is a regional club and 
show our support. 
Question: to what degree can OIA help regional clubs develop?  I’d like to know how to build 
additional clubs and how the support of that would work 
BF:  Each year we take a look at the existing clubs and the areas where more alumni are 
locating.  Where we see that pockets of alumni are increasing, such as San Diego and Phoenix, 
we program alumni events through our office to see if there is enough interest for an alumni 
club. 

 
Nomination Committee - Mark McGwin ‘81 
The Nomination Committee will meet in the coming weeks to discuss the vacancies that will be 
on the Council next year such as Secretary, Treasurer, and four class year spots.  We are 
looking for alumni that are engaged with the College in various ways.  I’d like you to think about 
recommendations for these positions. 
 
Event Committees 

 Alumni Awards Committee - Karen Monti Flynn 
The paperwork for the Alumni Awards Committee will be distributed in the coming weeks.  We 
are looking for folks that graduated in ‘X3 and ‘X8 for this reunion year.  As MM said, think of 
alumni volunteers, people that represent what it is to be a Friar.  Reunion this year will be June 
1-3, 2018.  You will be receiving emails with the nomination forms.  If any alumni really comes to 
mind for one of those class years, please recommend them. 

 Alumni & Family Weekend - Bob Ferreira ‘83 
I heart PC weekend will be February 9-11.  We will celebrate being a Friar for events for all 
alumni and friends.  There will be a basketball game on Saturday, three days of events, a 
Council meeting, and more information to come. 



Question: Can you also say that there is a show that weekend for Hamlet run by the school? 
Answer: Yes along with a host of other events that are put together for alumni and families. 
Answer: At the last board meeting there were questions about the cluster reunions and inviting 
other class years.  I heart PC weekend is the perfect time to get together with your alumni 
friends of different class years.   
Question: Last year there was a spiritual retreat on Friday.  Are there other things that everyone 
can participate in and enjoy? 
Answer: Yes, there are different event timelines that can be tailored to different alumni age 
groups, such as the morning kids’ session in Peterson with student athletes followed by the 
basketball game downtown and ice-skating with the Friar at Kennedy Plaza.  The Spiritual 
Retreat that you are speaking about happened during Reunion Weekend in June. 
 

 Return to Campus Committee “RTC” - Tracy Sullivan 
Tracy Sullivan ‘85 will be the chair for the RTC campaign.  We have 12 members with the 
mission to help OIA attain their goals to bring more alumni to campus.  We will breakout into 
focus groups in a bit and ask ourselves three main questions.  The answers will be the 
foundation for the RTC Committee to put together a few ideas for the council and others to do in 
six to seven weeks. 
 

 Student Alumni Association - Connor Ayers ‘18 
Senior Ring Weekend was this past weekend and it was great.  It took a lot of planning by our 
senior class and it was very well attended.  As president of the SAA, I work with over 130 other 
students to connect with the alumni network and bring alumni back to campus for various 
events.  We work at Alumni Weekend, Reunion Weekend, various summer receptions.  This 
next school year we’re hoping to put together a blog for SAA to market on social media, and 
advance the goals of OIA.  The Friar 5K, St. Dominic Weekend, and the 2021 Legacy Lunch are 
all great events.  We’re set to have our third Veritas and Values program this year.  It should be 
a lot of fun. We hope to get alumni back to campus to talk to us about different issues, what life 
is like after leaving campus.  If you have alumni that would like to come and talk to students 
about life skills, like finding an apartment, budgeting, let us know.  We’d like to have them talk to 
SAA. 
MF: As a student who participated in SAA, it’s been a great help to add the importance of 
philanthropy and spread the message.  We know it’s an area we need to improve upon that 
SAA can be involved with sharing. 
 
Assistant Vice President for Alumni Relations Report - Bob Ferreira 

 2016-2017 Council Survey Report 
Thank you to everyone that responded and participated in the survey.  We had about 88% of all 
council members participate which is wonderful.  Many of you responded with similar comments 
including asking for Council member responsibilities to be clearer.  We took the information you 
provided and will use it to improve on this year.  Many of you said you appreciated the weekly 
emails to feel informed about the school and could share that information with your friends and 
family.  You enjoyed being ambassadors for the College. Many said that you also enjoyed the 
volunteer opportunities that the Council provided and hoped to become more involved with other 
events.  Again, this year, many of you mentioned you wanted to provide more support with 
career development for students and develop the alumni network.  We find that we have many 
young alumni involved in things like career nights because they feel comfortable with recent 
alumni but we are definitely searching for older alumni who are key decision makers in 
companies, can hire interns, and share their experiences within their career.  One of the jokes is 
to have “more silver hair” in the room.  We have heard many of you express interest in 



admissions, in college fairs, and being ambassadors for incoming students.  One of the things 
we were told we could do better was to give council members specific goals.  We tend to do 
blanket call outs for help and volunteering which may not provide specific goals.  We hope to 
change that this year and reach out to specific council members that might be geographically 
located to events or might be of a certain class year.  One example of this was the NY Club 
hosting the event for Our Lady of Fatima and how a few of you that are NY based reached out 
to friends and hoped to get others in your area involved. 
 

 Reflecting Forward: A Celebration of Multiculturalism and Diversity 
We have another big event we’ve been putting together for over a year.  “Reflecting Forward” 
will take place from November 3 – 5, 2017.  It will be the first celebration of multiculturalism and 
diversity at PC.  I will be sending out the link to register in a few days once it is live.  It should be 
a great weekend with different events and lectures scheduled.  The weekend will start with a 
social event on Friday with a BMSA reunion.  The SHEPARD group on campus will also have a 
get together.  On Saturday we will have the opening of the Center at Moore Hall.  I did a walk-
through of the Center and it looks great.  There is programming set for Saturday that includes a 
luncheon, a panel, and a series of lectures.  The BMSA students have been really helpful and 
involved.  There will also being different reflections during the Sunday morning Spiritual program 
that will be in various languages.  I hope you all show your support for the event and reach out 
to your network to participate. 
 
Discussion - Return to Campus breakout session 
The Council discussed three questions in the breakout sessions: 

 Using the College’s already existing events (i.e. Reunion Weekend, Alumni & Family 
Weekend, Legacy Admission Information Day, etc.) how can the Council membership 
boost participation and encourage alumni to “return to campus”? 

 How can our personal Friar network be utilized, to its fullest extent, to get alumni to 
“return to campus”? 

 What ways can we, as Council Members, use social media and technology to encourage 
all alumni to “return to campus”? 

After the breakout sessions, each group reported the highlights of their discussion and provided 
notes to Tracy Sullivan ’85, chair of the committee. 
 
New Business - Karen Monti Flynn 

 Shadowing Day 
Shadowing Day is a great way to introduce your company or career field to current 
students.  You will receive more information in the coming weeks about this.  Typically, a 
student joins you for half the day.  If you know other alumni that are interested in networking 
with current students, this is a great program for them to embrace.  Last year many of you 
participated and said you would recommend it to others.  Keep in mind the deadline is coming 
up for the Career Services office. 
 

 Next Board Meeting - February 9, 2018 (A&F Weekend) 
The next board meeting will be on I heart PC weekend with our last meeting possibly on June 
28th.  

 Upcoming Major Events 
A few other events to keep in mind include Friars Give day on April 5.  That was a huge success 
last year thanks to the great campus collaboration. 
 



PW: Also to keep in mind this upcoming November 8th and 9th the school will celebrate 
Veteran’s Day with a ceremony at 3pm at the Grotto followed by calling all alumni that have 
served our country on the 9th.  The Office of Alumni Relation and the division of ROTC leads 
this initiative and it is a great way to thank PC alumni for their service. 
 
SF: A few trips are coming up with alumni.  We will be going to Rome and Florence with 18 
people next week.  We are also organizing a trip to London centered on Harry Potter for families 
and young alumni.  We hope to do a river boat cruise in 2018 through France.  If you have any 
questions or interest in one of these trips, please let me know 
 
Meeting Adjourned - 12:00pm 
 


